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across 
camnus 
During the spring break, from March 
19 to 23 , the bookstore will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Laker Land-
ing will be open from 8:30 to 11 a.m. 
• 
Attention office workers: Please place 
all bookstore supply orders before March 
26. Supply orders will not be filled 
March 26-30 because of the book rush. 
• 
The Grand Rapids Area Transit Au-
thority will provide limited service to and 
from Grand Valley from Monday, March 
19, through Friday, March 23. There will 
be one morning run, arriving on campus 
at 7:50 a.m. and one afternoon run, leav-
ing the campus at 4:34 p.m. All other bus 
service is cancelled for the week. Regular 
service will resume on Monday, March 26. 
• 
Student interns are needed to inter-
view for the National Council of Church-
es, which is engaged in a project called 
"Child Advocacy" in 18 communities, in-
cluding Grand Rapids . Students will be 
interviewing Grand Rapids citizens to 
provide informational and background 
material on Grand Rapids agencies and 
families needed for this research project. 
Steve Erickson, who worked extensive-
ly in Thomas Jefferson College practi-
cums and is a program director at Kent 
Community Action Program, needs in-
terns to assist in job training and other 
areas. 
Also, an intern is needed to help de-
velop a project for assailants of spouses. 
Counselors and advisors who know of 
students who might be eligible for these 
positions are urged to call Pat Potter-
Efron at extension 657 or Mary TePastte 
at extension 357. 
• 
The deadline for articles for the next 
issue of "New Views," the Community 
Education newsletter, is April 4. The 
deadline for course descriptions for sum-
mer school is April 16. Send all material 
to Marilyn Chambers in the Community 
Education Office. 
orum 
Grand Valley Considers Woodcliff 
School for Grand Rapids Offices 
Grand Valley's plans for expanding 
services in the Grand Rapids area with the 
opening of a new educational center will 
be revealed at a meeting of the East 
Grand Rapids Board of Education to-
night. 
The meeting, to be held at Woodcliff 
School, is intended to give interested resi-
dents an opportunity to hear details 
about Grand Valley's plans before formal 
action is taken. 
The Board is expected to vote on a 
motion to sign a five-year lease with 
Grand Valley for the use of Woodcliff 
School, at Lake Drive and Hall Stree S.E. 
"The new center in East Grand Rapids 
would enable us to offer a greater range 
of graduate courses in business , educa-
tion, health sciences and social work, at a 
location convenient for older students, 
many of whom are employed in full-time 
jobs," President Lubbers said. 
The East Grand Rapids School district 
plans to close Woodcliff, an elementary 
school, after this school year. Grand Val-
ley would like to open its new center 
next fall, using the facility to house of-
fices now located in the State Office 
Building and classes currently offered at 
East Grand Rapids High School. 
Woodcliff is situated on a 9 .3 acre site 
which includes off-street parking facilities 
for more than 100 cars , in addition to 
grounds which have been used as a neigh-
borhood recreational facility . 
"We would expand the parking area in 
order to assure that neither students nor 
staff would be required to park along ad-
jacent residential streets," Lubbers said. 
· "However, we would expect to retain 
parts of the recreational area for continu-
ing use by neighborhood residents. " 
Dome Legal Action Begun 
Grand Valley State Colleges filed suit 
on March 13 against the architects , engi-
neers and building contractor who de-
signed and built the Grand Valley Field 
House . The field house has had water 
leakage for years and has not been used 
since September 15, 1978, when the col-
lege was notified that the dome was in 
danger of collapsing. The building - be-
gun in 1966 - suffered a partial collapse 
in 1968 and was completed in 1969. The 
suit, filed in Ottawa County Circuit 
Court, names as co-defendants William 
Kessler & Associates, formerly Meathe, 
Kessler & Associates; McClurg & Associ-
ates, formerly McClurg, McClurg, Mikle & 
Cooper; Lev Zetlin Associates, formerly 
Zetlin, Desimone, Chaplin & Associates; 
Lev Zetlin personnally, and De Young and 
Eagin. 
Grand Valley's Board of Control re-
cently recommended that the college's at-
torneys, Varnum, Riddering, Wierengo 
and Christenson, commence the suit. 
The suit alleges that the defendants 
were hired to design and construct a suit-
able building and failed to do so. As a re-
sult, Grand Valley has lost the use of the 
building, will have to remove it , is incur-
ring significant additional expense in or-
der to provide a physical education pro-
gram, and is losing student income and 
other income from field house activities. 
The total amount of the claim has not 
been specified since the losses will be 
continuing until a replacement facility is 
constructed. 
According to Vice President for Ad-
ministration Ronald VanSteeland, " The 
suit resulted from an intensive study by 
our legal counsel following the closure of 
the domed portion of the field house on 
the recommendation of Geiger-Berger As-
sociates, an engineering firm employed by 
the State of Michigan. 
"According to Geiger-Berger, 'the roof' 
structure does not meet the commonly 
accepted design requirements,' and 'it 
should be r~moved as quickly as possible 
since it is a public hazard .' " 
Reguluiy scheduled athletic and rec-
reation ev~rts have been moved to sur-
rounding schools and colleges. " This ac-
tion has caused extreme hardship for our 
faculty, staff and students,'' VanSteeland 
said, "but the cooperation we have re-
ceived on campus and from our sister 
educational institutions is gratifying. 
"The State Department of Manage-
ment and Budget has approved a pro-
grammatic description of the replacement 
facility, and we plan to use as much as 
possible of the existing facility which is 
below ground . The replacement facility 
will include additional space for instruc-
tional and recreation programs, including 
a multipurpose gymnasium and arena, 
swimming pool, gymnastics area, dance 
studio, human performance area, racquet 
courts and improvements to intramural 
fields and tennis courts. The State Ad-
ministrative Board has appointed the 
architectural firm of Wakely Associates , 
of Mt. Pleasant , to design the facility . 
"Governor Milliken's recommended 
. State Capital Outlay Budget for 1979-80 
included $1 ,000 ,000 for the completion 
of planning and the beginning of con-
struction," VanSteeland said. 
Salary and Budget 
Committee Statement 
The Faculty Salary and Budget Com-
mittee issued the following statement to 
the Grand Valley faculty last week : 
President Lubbers has charged the 
Faculty Salary and Budget Committee to 
report on the magnitude of the current 
budget problem. 
Grand Valley faces a serious situation . 
On the one hand , G VSC is not in danger 
of closing; on the other, it is not facing a 
transient predicament. The projected 
shortfall of general fund income com-
pared to expenditures is on the order of 
(Continued on back page) 
Events On and Around the Campus 
Monday, March 19 
2:30 p.m.: Men's baseball. Opening game of the season, in Belmont College, Nash-
ville, Tennessee. 
Wednesday, March 21 
2:30 p.m.: Men's baseball. Grand Valley at Belmont College, Nashville, Tennessee. 
7 to 9 p.m. ; Free public forum - "Survivors of Death." Grand Rapids Junior Col-
lege Auditorium, 411 North Building, 143 Bostwick, N.E., Grand Rapids. 
Thursday, March 22 
1 p.m.: Men's baseball - Grand Valley at David Lipscomb College, Nashville, Ten-
nessee. 
Friday, March 23 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Michigan Academy of Arts, Science and Letters Annual Con-
ference, in the Campus Center. Sponsored by the Michigan Academy and the 
Community Education Division. For more information, call extension 565. 
3 p.m.: Men's baseball - Grand Valley at Western Kentucky, Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky. 
Salary, Budget Statement 
(Continued from front page) 
10 percent if allocations for 1979-80 
were the same as for the current year. 
Also, there are strong indications that the 
problem cannot be solved by a year of 
belt-tightening; belt-tightening has al-
ready been practiced for several years, 
removing much of the flexibility in our 
current budget. 
The estimated shortfall is based on 
projections of income and expenditures. 
At this point much of the income pic-
ture is fluid. The Governor has recom-
mended an appropriation for 1979-80, 
and experience over the recent past leads 
us to expect it to be fairly close to our 
actual allotment from the state. Tuition 
accounts for roughly one-third of our in-
come; although the tuition and fee levels 
have not been set for next year, it is un-
likely that they could compensate for the 
projected decline in enrollment. 
The Planning Office predicts enroll -
ment by a method based on fall term fig-
ures for the current year plus other his-
torical data ; this method has been accu-
rate within four percent in estimating the 
number of students for the following 
year. Below are the relevant fiscal year 
data: 
Year 
1975-76 
1976-77 
1977-78 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
Fiscal Year Equated Students 
6,480 
6,146 
5,849 
5,323* 
5,005* 
4,870* 
The impact of other factors cannot be 
evaluated quantitatively: Davenport Col-
lege's addition of third and fourth year 
course work, the reports of alleged sexual 
harassment on two commercial television 
stations, the increased cost of gasoline, 
and the shaky status of the state and na-
tional economies . Nevertheless, these en-
rollment projections are the best we have 
to work with, and they indicate a poten-
tial worsening problem for 1980-81. 
There is also income derivable from 
non-general fund sources. We have not 
yet determined whether any of this is 
available to mitigate the problem. 
Regarding expenditures, there is great-
er potential for control within certain 
limitations. Debt service, amortization of 
parking lot repair, utilities, insurance, and 
equipment purchase contracts are costs 
that cannot be avoided or, in most cases , 
trimmed. Student financial aid costs may 
dip as enrollment declines, but they are 
not a sensible candidate for extensive 
slashing. Most importantly, reduction in 
non-salary budget categories, which total 
$4,690,059 in the February 23, 1979, 
budget, cannot fully offset the projected 
deficits without crippling the operation 
of the institution. 
The problem is compounded because 
previous budget strictures and inflation 
have made serious inroads into the level 
of support for such vital functions as the 
non-salary funding of the library, com-
puter services, and instructional equip-
ment. The Faculty Salary and Budget 
Committee has recommended increases 
for these items during the past two years. 
Further deferral of financing in these 
areas will substantially reduce the quality 
of instruction and may lead to larger, un-
avoidable costs in the future. We have 
also been aware of continuing problems 
caused by postponement of maintenance 
and repair of our facilities (we are not re-
ferring to the dome). 
The Salary and Budget Committee 
concludes, then, that Grand Valley faces 
a serious financial situation that can be 
dealt with only by making long-term 
modifications in the total budget, of 
which the general fund base budget repre-
sents about 70 percent. All the activities 
in the remaining 30 percent which are 
subsidized by or otherwise impact on the 
general fund are to be reviewed under the 
proposed process. We urge that all budget 
modifications be made consistent with 
the educational mission of the institution . 
Job Openings on Campus 
Administrative and Professional 
Director of Housekeeping and Grounds -
Plant Department. Responsible for 
management of grounds and house-
keeping. $17,000 to $24,000 annually. 
Programmer Analyst - Computer Center. 
B.A. and work experience required . 
$14 ,000 to $19,000 annually. 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Administrative Assistant - William James 
College Files Office. Maintenance of 
computer-based student file system. 
Some programming experience de-
~ired. $180 to $268 per week. 
Secretary III - President's Office. Previ-
ous secretarial experience and excel-
lent steno skills. $164.80 to $244 per 
week. 
Secretary I- EMT Office(Grand Rapids) . 
Provide secretarial and office opera-
tions support for staff. Some previous 
secretarial experience and good clerical 
skills desired. $135.20 to $190 per 
week. 
Area Maintenance Engineers - WGVC-
TV. Two positions. Schedule and per-
form TV maintenance. $245.20 to 
$327.20 per week. 
Saturday, March 24 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. : Michigan Academy of Arts, Science and Letters Annual Con-
ference. See March 23 listing. 
3 p.m.: Men's baseball - Grand Valley at Western Kentucky, Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky. 
Michigan Academy 
Grand Valley State Colleges will be the 
host for the 83rd annual meeting of the 
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and 
Letters this week Friday and Saturday, 
March 23 and 24 (see Forum article, 
March 12). 
Grand Valley faculty members who 
will take part in the conference, in addi-
tion to those mentioned in last week's 
Forum, include Howard Stein and Wil-
liam Redding, of CAS's biology depart-
ment who will preside at two of the bot-
any sessions; Donald Kerr, of CAS's art 
department, who will be the vice-chair-
man of the fine arts section and will con-
duct a tour of the fine arts facilities at 
Grand Valley ; Richard Lefebvre, of CAS's 
geology department, who will act as vice-
chairman of the geology and mineralogy 
section; Dennis Devlin , of CAS's history 
department, who will chair the history 
section; and Wilhelm and Mary Seeger, of 
CAS's foreign languages department and 
assistant dean of CAS, respectively , who 
will speak on " East Friesian Dialect in the 
American Midwest ." 
The public is invited to attend the 
conference. A $3 registration fee will be 
charged, except for students, who will be 
admitted free. 
For more information or a complete 
program of the two-day event, call Jack 
Payne, conference director of Grand Val-
ley, who is coordinating the meeting. 
ECSActions 
The Budget Process Task Force Re-
port, and its ramifications , consumed 
much of the Executive Committee of the 
Senate's attention at its meeting on Fri-
day, March 9. ECS was discussing the re-
port in terms of academic programs and 
budget and faculty personnel matters. 
Some concern was expressed about the 
policy recommended by the Task Force 
of making cuts by programs, since, it was 
claimed, that procedure does not work as 
well for some units as it does for others. 
The Senate failed to act on the report and 
scheduled another meeting for Thursday, 
March 15, to finish its disucssion. 
In other business, the Senate voted to 
adopt the proposal for program evalua-
tion (see the Forum of March 5 ). Glenn 
Niemeyer, vice president for academic af-
fairs, said they had attempted to create a 
process by which the units would primar-
ily assess themselves and in which com-
parable programs would be evaluated dur-
ing the same year. 
The Senate also heard about the pro-
posal for the assessment of prior learning. 
It is a pilot program which will be run for 
four quarters initially and monitored 
quarterly. The program will be open only 
to students who want to enter programs 
in Kirkhof College. 
Channel 35 Highlights 
Special. "Grand Jury: An Institution 
Under Fire." This special program exam-
ines the history and workings of the 
grand jury system in America . Tuesday, 
March 20, 9 p.m. 
Nova. "The Insect Alternative ." An 
examination of the problems inherent in 
the use of chemical pesticides and possi-
ble alternatives utilizing the natural pred-
ators of the insect world. Thursday, 
March 22, 8 p.m ; Repeats Saturday, 
March 24, 1 p.m. 
Turnabout. "Accomplished Women." 
Featured guests include publisher Kather-
ine Graham, singer Helen Reddy, Con-
gresswoman Shirley Chisholm, and Amer-
ican Indian activist LaDonna Harris. Fri-
day, March 23, 9 :30 p.m. 
State High School Basketball Tourna-
ment. State finals of the Michigan High 
School Basketball Tournament live from 
the University of Michigan's Crisler Are-
na . Saturday, March 24: 11 a.m ., Class B 
finals; 2:30 p.m ., Class A finals; 7 p.m ., 
Class D finals; 9 p.m. , Class C finals. 
What About the Forum? 
As part of its budget analysis, the Pub-
lic Relations Office has been considering 
the possibility of making changes in the 
format and the frequency of the Forum. 
Several options are open. However, an 
important question is, what effect might 
any changes have on the readership? Are 
you as readers best served by the present 
Forum, or would certain changes be ac-
ceptable without diminishing the value of 
the publication? For that matter, would 
certain changes be regarded as improve-
ments? 
To assist the Public Relations Office in 
evaluating proposals for change, your 
thoughts are needed. This informal reader 
opinion poll will indicate the various al-
ternatives which are being considered by 
1. Dropping from four pages to two. 
2. Eliminating photographs. 
the office, and your reactions will give 
the office guidelines which will play a ma-
jor part in the final decision-making. 
Please complete the survey as soon as 
possible, clip it out, and drop it into the 
mail to: The Forum, Public Relations Of-
fice, Manitou Hall. Thanks. 
The format of the Forum at present 
may be described as a four-page newspa-
per, typeset rather than typed, with con-
siderable use of photographs, published 
weekly. The possible changes, listed be-
low, could be adopted separately or in 
various combinations. Please rate them in 
terms of how you believe they would af-
fect reader interest and attention. On the 
rating scale, the number 5 represents un-
desirable; 1 represents desirable. 
5 4 3 2 1 
5 4 3 2 1 
3. Publishing alternate weeks instead of weekly. 5 4 3 2 1 
4. Dropping from newspaper to newsletter size. 5 4 3 2 1 
5. Printing typewritten rather than typeset copy. 5 4 3 2 1 
6. Publishing a "regular" Forum on alternate weeks, with 
a typed, 8½ by 11 inch supplement on the off weeks. 5 4 3 2 1 
Please make any additional suggestions 
or comments you wish. Your comments 
need not be limited to the subject at 
hand; if you would like to offer sugges-
tions about Forum content as well as for-
mat and frequency, they will be wel-
comed. Again, thanks for your opinions. 
